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Presentation Agenda

1. Defining the challenge of disconnected youth in the 
in the Triangle region, particularly in Durham

2. Critical analysis of factors causing disconnection

3. A framework for strategic action

4. Durham Connected by 25



Defining the Challenge

What are the characteristics of disconnected youth?

Å No diploma, but not in school 

Å Unmarried mother

Å Incarcerated/on probation

Å Exiting foster care 

Å Long-term unemployed 

There are an estimated 3,672 disconnected youth in Durham.

Source: Wald and Martinez, 2003; publicly 
available data, 2005-2007 .



There are 2.8 
million 

disconnected 
young people 
nationwideτ

nearly 10 
percent of 

youth 
between the 

ages of 16 and 
24.

Defining the Challenge

Source: Wald and Martinez, 2003.



The South is home to 35% 
of 18- to 24-year-olds, but 
it accounts for 43% of all 

disconnected youth.

West: 23% of all 
youth; 20% of 

all disconnected 
youth

Northeast: 17% of all youth; 13% of 
all disconnected youth

Defining the Challenge

Source: Wald and Martinez, 2003.

Midwest :25% 
of all youth; 
24% of all 

disconnected 
youth



Youth in the Triangle

Å An average of 227,572 youth lived in the Triangle during the period 
2005-07.  Of these, 36,494 lived in Durham.

Å Durham is the one Triangle county where the majority of the youth 
population is minority:

- 45% Caucasian

- 43% African American

- 5% Asian

-7.5% Other

- 10% of youth population identifies as Hispanic

Source: American Community Survey.



Youth in the Research Triangle

Of the 36,494 youth 
aged 15-24 living in 
Durham in 2005-
2007, an estimated 
3,672τmore than 
10%τwere 
disconnected.

Unlike the Triangle 
as a whole, there 
are more 
disconnected youth 
aged 20-24 than
15-19 in Durham.

Source: Publicly available data, 2005-2007.



Critical Factor Analysis
Educational 
Attainment

Å The Durham MSAτcomprised of Durham, Orange, Chatham, and Person 
countiesτhas the second highest number of professional, scientific, and 
technical employees per 1,000 residents in the Southeast, surpassed only by 
metropolitan Washington, D.C.

However,

Å In Durham, 33.7% of youth aged 15-24 are not enrolled in any type education, 
exceeding the percentage of students not enrolled in the Raleigh-Durham area as 
a whole.  

Å aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ор҈ ƻŦ 5ǳǊƘŀƳΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƎŜŘ му-24 either lack a high school credential 
or have a high school diploma as their terminal degree.

Source: 2002 US Economic Census; American Community 

Survey, Three-Year Estimates, 2005-2007.



Critical Factor Analysis
Educational 
Attainment

Despite recent 
progress, 
graduation rates for 
students of color 
are particularly 
troubling in 
Durham.
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Source: North Carolina Department of Public Instruction.



Critical Factor Analysis
Youth Poverty

The estimated 
youth poverty rate 
in the Durham 
MSA was 29.7%, 
exceeding both the 
state and national 
rates.  
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Critical Factor Analysis
High Unemployment 
Rates

Even in good times, youth have 
high unemployment rates.  During 
the 2005-2007 period, the overall 
unemployment rate in Durham 
was between 4% and 6%.
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Critical Factor Analysis
High Unemployment 
Rates: 
Race and Gender Disparities

Among older youth ages 20-24, 
unemployment for African 
Americans was 21%, nearly double 
the overall unemployment rate for 
this age group.  

Source: American Community Survey.



Critical Factor Analysis
Juvenile Justice

Durham made up 16% of 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
population in 2007, but 
28% of the regional 
probation population.

Source: North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation.




